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Migration, borders and technologies:
an introduction to techno-borderscapes

In this presentation, I discuss the relationship among migration,
borders and technologies by examining the role of mobile digital
devices in the everyday lives of migrants in transit and their
encounters with state agents, humanitarian actors and activists at
the border. The concept techno-borderscapes is introduced to
rethink transit zones as sites of embodied and virtual interactions
that highlight the connections among digital securitisation,
humanitarianism and activism. Confronted with increased border
securitisation, migrants use mobile technologies to bypass borders,
create new forms of migrant-to-migrant protection and assistance,
and articulate their political voice. Border spaces are not just ‘in-
between’ zones along a unidirectional migratory trajectory but
rather transformative and transforming techno-borderscapes.
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