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This paper will present how the Javanese
adapt to the environmental hazard resulted
from Mt Merapi eruption. On average, every
eight years, Merapi erupts, so the people on the
upper slope must choose between leaving the
village or surviving. The paper shows that they
use 'harmony' (guyup rukun) between human
beings and the environment as a means of
adaptation to the volcano. They therefore
resist to follow relocation programs or other
programs that reduce their access and right to
live on the slopes of Mt. Merapi. They repro-
duce harmony as a social capital to promote
resilience and reduce socio-economic vulnera-
bility. They also reproduce harmony for some
ritual ceremonies as a means of mitigation,
evacuation and rehabilitation of disasters, and
the political power to keep control of local re-
sources and sand produced by the Merapi
eruption.
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