Lniversitat
wien

Department of Social and

Cultural Anthropology

Critique In/Of Anthropology<e

Subseries of the Wednesday Seminars

Didier Fassin

Blow Up. A Critical Approach to Ethnographic Exposures

Didier Fassin is the Ja-
mes Wolfensohn Pro-
fessor at the Institute
for Advanced Study
and a Director of Stu-
dies at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sci-
~ ences Sociales. Anth-
k= ropologist, sociologist
and physician, he has conducted rese-
arch in Senegal, South Africa, Ecuador,
and France. Author of sixteen books, he
was awarded the Gold Medal in anthro-
pology at the Swedish Royal Academy of
Arts and Sciences, and was the first social
scientist to receive the Nomis Distinguis-
hed Scientist Award. He recently autho-
red Enforcing Order. An Ethnography of
Urban Policing (Polity, 2013), Prison Worlds.
An Ethnography of the Carceral Conditi-
on (Polity, 2016), Life. A Critical User's Ma-
nual (Polity, 2018), and The Will to Pu-
nish (Oxford University Press, 2018).
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Ethnography is an exercise of multi-
dimensional exposure. Based on an analysis of
Michelangelo Antonioni's awarded film Blow
Up, | will consider exposure in a friple meaning:
as an uncovering of facts; as a communicati-
on with a public; as risk taking for the resear-
cher. What are these various processese How
can critique be inserted in the ethnography,
and how crifical can it be for the ethnogro-
phere These questions will be discussed in light
of ethnographies conducted with the police
and within a prison in France as well as on the
study of cases drawn from the anthropologi-
cal literature.
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03.04.2019 Julia Eckert: The truth in our politics, the politics
in our truths
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