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‘Southern theory’ and the tricky question of comparing cities across the world
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Alan Mabin is emeritus
professor of the School
of Architecture and
Planning, University of
the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, South
Africa. His current re-
search concerns chang-
ing ideas and practices
of metropolis and city region in Paris, SGo Paulo

and Johannesburg/Gauteng. He is a member of
the South African Planning Institute and has
worked in a variety of development fields for 25
years. He was involved in several aspects of the
transformation of local government in South
Africa, particularly in Johannesburg, and has
collaborated with colleagues in Brazil, France
and other countries on several projects.

...kommende Termine

17.10.2018 Petra Ezzeddine

24.10.2018 Richard Rottenburg
Critique, post-foundationalism and
the need to do the right thing

Comparisons of cities and of elements of urban
phenomena raise complex and controversial issues.
Growth of interest in and argument around ‘cities of
the south’, and whether they constitute a different
body of urban experience from trajectories of north-
ern cities, adds layers to difficulties of comparative
studies. That is the case whether the focus is on
social life, policy and planning, politics or other
matters. Reviewing recent debates and drawing on
research in large city regions on three different
continents, leads to some tentative views on
directions for contemporary city research, which
cannot claim to be comprehensive but may be
provocative.




